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Chapter 1

T he face that appeared on Carol Hendricks’s screen looked per-
fect.

That was the thing about it. It wasn’t almost perfect, or just con-
vincing enough, but perfect. The woman in the video window had the 
right bone structure, the same slight asymmetry in the left eyebrow 
as her ID, and a barely noticeable quirk of touching her collarbone 
when she was nervous. Carol had done forty-three remote online 
notarizations this month, and this one looked exactly like every other 
one. A homeowner, a little anxious, sitting in what appeared to be a 
home oBce. Nooks on the shelf behind her. A co“ee mug. ?atural 
light from a window Carol couldn’t quite see.

”Can you conMrm your name for the recordES Carol said.
”Diane Lorris.S The voice was slightly compressed, the way voices 

always were through a laptop microphone. ?othing unusual.
”And the property address being used as collateral for this transac-

tionES
The woman on screen recited an address in Rncino. Carol had it in 

the documents in front of her. It matched.
Carol worked through the checklist the way she always did. Uhe 

was a licensed notary in the state of California, a former escrow oB-
cer who’d gone independent three years ago when the remote work 
platforms made it possible to handle six times the volume from her 



2A?CR N(KUHR()

dining room table in Torrance. Uhe used NoteSign Pro, a platform 
that handled the credential scanning, the audio-visual recording, the 
electronic journal. Rverything fed automatically into the permanent 
record. Rverything was supposed to be veriMed.

Uhe scanned the California driver’s license the system had already 
pre-cleared. The photo matched the woman on the screen in front 
of her. The date of birth matched the loan documents. The knowl-
edge-based authentication —PNA$ had been completed before Carol 
even joined 3 four questions about prior addresses and vehicle reg-
istrations, all answered correctly. That was the platform’s job. Carol’s 
job was to witness the signing.

”0lease initial each page as I indicate,S Carol said.
The woman on screen initialed. The cursor moved through sev-

enteen pages of a home equity line of credit agreement 3 84)7,777 
against a property with assessed value of 8*G9,777. The signatures 
were Vuid, unhurried, conMdent.

Carol completed her notarial certiMcate. ABxed her digital seal. 
2ogged o“.

The whole session had taken eleven minutes.

AAA

Uixteen days later, a letter arrived at the real Diane Lorris’s house on 
Hayvenhurst Avenue.

It was from 0aciMc Bateway Nank, thanking her for establishing 
her new Home Rquity 2ine of Credit and reminding her that her 
Mrst draw of 8)C*,777 had been successfully processed. They looked 
forward to a long relationship.
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Diane initially assumed it was junk mail, or something that was 
trying to induce her to take a loan, but there was no ”pre-approvalS 
language in this letter. It looked to be an actual statement. Uhe made 
a call to the bank at the customer service number provided, then had 
to sit down as the bank representative explained how they had all the 
proper paperwork with her signature, a conMrmation from the ?otary 
0ublic who had witnessed her signing the loan paperwork on video, 
and how the bank had wired the funds to the account she speciMed. 
Uhe sat down on her couch, still in her coat, because her legs could no 
longer hold her up.

Uhe had not been on any video call. Uhe had not signed any docu-
ments. Uhe had not spoken to anyone at 0aciMc Bateway Nank. Uhe had 
never, in the thirty-one years she had owned this house 3 through a 
marriage, a mortgage payo“, a husband’s death, a daughter’s college 
tuition, a son’s wedding 3 touched the equity in her home. Uhe 
owned it outright after her husband (obert passed away eight years 
ago. It was the only thing she hadn’t needed to sell.

Uhe sat and processed that call for some time. Then she decided 
sitting there thinking about it wouldn’t solve this problem, so she 
called her son.



Chapter 2

T anya met Diane when she came through the odce .oorI

,t was a Thurs.ay morningf a bew minutes lebore tenf an. 
Diane was wearing skaczs an. a lkaper that she ha. -icze. an outE
xt carebukky lecause this a--ointment mattere. to herI varky si“tiesf 
Tanya guesse.I Diane trie. to a--ear more com-ose. than she wasI 
,t was the nerMous moMements that gaMe it awayI Tanya was goo. at 
rea.ing -eo-kef an. at -utting them at easef an inMakualke trait bor 
someone who worze. as a rece-tionist at a kaw xrmI

”Diane CorrisfS the woman sai.I ”, haMe an a--ointment with CrI 
OarterIS

Tanya smike. in her usuak warmf unhurrie. mannerI Whe treate. 
eMery ckient as though they were the most im-ortant one to eMer enter 
the odceI ”Hb courseI ’ekcomeI je?s —ust xnishing a cakkI Oan , get 
you some waterq OoLeeqS

”’ater wouk. le koMekyI Thanz youIS
Tanya lrought the water an. went lacz to her .eszI Through the 

broste. gkass ob vMan?s .oor she couk. see his sikhouette V he was stikk 
on the -honef -acing kize he akways .i.I Whe?. kearne. to rea. his -acesI 
Whorterf Nuiczer ste-s meant he was .eaking with something .idcuktf 
usuakky o--osing counsekI Uongerf skower ones meant he was thinzingI 
je was .oing the kong skow onesI
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Whe -rinte. Diane Corris?s intaze borm to maze sure akk the inborE
mation the xrm nee.e. was xkke. outI Whe?. enter it into the xrm?s 
case management sobtware regar.kess ob whether they tooz her on 
as a ckient or notI Tanya un.erstoo. the im-ortance ob goo. recor. 
zee-ingf an. vMan a--reciate. her zee-ing him out ob any -otentiak 
troulke with the state larI vMery initiak consuktation ha. the -otentiak 
to turn into a conBict ob interest issue months or years .own the roa.f 
eMen ib vMan neMer eMen rememlere. haMing itI 

Fraudulent lien on property. Bank refusing to remove. Need legal 
advice.

Tanya ha. seen a kot ob intaze bormsI That one sat .iLerentkyI Rrau.f 
es-eciakky against ok.er -eo-kef was something vMan -articukarky .eE
s-ise. an. wouk. go out ob his ways to xn. a reme.y borI

vMan?s .oor o-ene.I je smike. warmky as he greete. DianeI ,t 
wasn?t an actI ,t was —ust who vMan wasI 

”CsI CorrisqS
The woman stoo.I ”CrI OarterI Thanz you bor seeing meIS
”Oome on inIS je gesture. towar. the .oorf gkance. at TanyaI Whe 

gaMe him the smakkest no.I This one is im-ortantI je caught itI je 
akways caught itI

666

vMan kistene. the way he?. kearne. to kisten V without interru-tingf 
without the reBe“iMe reassurances that ma.e ckients beek kize they were 
leing hear. lut in bact were reakky wasting their timeI je ket Diane 
Corris tekk it in or.erI The ketterI The -hone cakks to the lanzI The 
lanz?s brau. .e-artmentf who ha. leen -okite an. then -rogressiMeky 
kess -okiteI jow they ha. e“-kaine.f with the -atience ob -eo-ke who 
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ha. kearne. to e“-kain things to -eo-ke who .i.n?t want to hear themf 
that the notaripation was Maki.f the .ocumentation was in or.erf an. 
the kien ha. kegakky attache. to the -ro-ertyI

”They sai. it was my signaturefS Diane sai.I ”They ze-t saying 
thatI 01our signature is on these .ocumentsf CsI CorrisI? ‘s ib , .i.n?t 
znow what , ha. an. ha.n?t signe.IS

”Di. you xke a -okice re-ortqS
”U‘9DI The .etectiMe was zin.I je sai. these cases are Mery har. 

to -rosecuteI The -er-etrators are usuakky oMerseasIS Whe -ause.I ”je 
sai. he?. seen si“ kize this in the kast yearIS

vMan wrote that .ownI ”1our titke insurance V .o you haMe a co-y 
ob your -okicyqS

”, lrought eMerythingIS Whe set a bok.er on his .eszI ,t was orE
ganipe.f talle.I Womeone who ha. worze. in a.ministrationf he 
thoughtf or —ust someone who un.erstoo. that arriMing -re-are. was 
a borm ob res-ectI je o-ene. it an. saw she?. incku.e. the originak 
.ee.f the -ayoL statement brom when the mortgage was -ai. oL in 
G:#8f the titke insurance -okicy brom the originak -urchasef the 9acixc 
7ateway ketterf an. a -rinte. recor. ob the notaripation session -ukke. 
brom the NoteSign Pro -katborm -ortakI

je -icze. u- that kast oneI ”jow .i. you get thisqS
”, cakke. NoteSign Pro .irectkyI , tok. them , was the sul—ect ob the 

notaripation an. , wante. the recor.I They sent it within an hourIS 
‘ smakk -auseI ”, thinz they may haMe .one that lecause they were 
akrea.y worrie.IS

vMan kooze. at the recor.I Fotary4 Oarok jen.riczsf Oommission 
3GGK/––#I 9katborm4 FoteWign 9rof session ,D ––/#EOOE::8JI ,.enE
tity Merixcation4 KY‘ com-kete. -rior to sessionI Ore.entiak scan4 
-asse.I ‘L5 recor.ing4 archiMe.I

je sto--e.I
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The i.entity Merixcation kine caught his eyeI
KBA completed prior to session.
je set the -age .own skowkyI ”Di. you watch the Mi.eo they sentqS
”1esI The -erson on the Mi.eo kooze. —ust kize meI Hnky it wasn?t 

meIS”Di. it start oL ly aszing Nuestionsq Uize laczgroun. Nuestions 
that onky you wouk. znowq Things kize a..resses where you?Me kiMe.f 
koans that you may haMef or cars that you might haMe owne.qS ”1esf 
an. they were akk answere. correctkyfS Diane sai.f shibting uncombortE
alky in her chairI ”, .on?t znow how they znew akk thatIS 

”Do you rememler how many Nuestions they asze.qS”ThreefS she 
conxrme.I There was no .oult in her MoiceI 

”That -rocess is what?s znown as znowke.geElase. authenticationI 
,t?s a series ob Nuestions that a notaripation -katborm uses to Meriby 
i.entity lebore the session leginsI There are .iLerent tiersI Wome -katE
borms run bukk KY‘I Wome run a kighter MersionIS je -icze. u- the 
recor. againI ”Di. they say anything alout their current Merixcation 
-rocessqS

Diane Corris kooze. at him bor a momentI ”The woman , s-oze to 
was carebuk alout what she sai.I Yut she .i. say that their -rocess ha. 
leen reMiewe. an. was currentI Whe sai. it more than oncef kize she 
was trying to conMince hersekb as much as meI ,t stoo. outI That?s why 
, rememler itIS

vMan no..e. skowkyI je wrote two wor.s on his kegak -a. an. 
un.erkine. themI

Reviewed. Current.

666
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Kristin suggeste. the Thai -kace they loth koMe.f an. vMan was onky 
too ha--y to agreeI ,t was ckose enough to the odce that it was a regukar 
kunch o-tion bor himf lut the .inner menu was eMen letterI Whe was 
akrea.y there when he arriMe.f a gkass ob white wine in bront ob herf 
rea.ing something on her -honeI Whe -ut it away when she saw himI

”1ou kooz kize you boun. somethingfS she sai.I
”, may haMe boun. somethingIS
vMan or.ere. ly sim-ky no..ing at the serMerf who akways checze. 

—ust in case he wante. to try something ekseI vMan rareky .i.I 
vMan ha. gone to kaw schook with KristinI ‘bter gra.uationf she 

tooz a —ol with a karge xrmf grin.ing away raczing u- likkalke hours 
bor a bew years untik she reakipe. that she .i.n?t want that kibe anymoreI 
Wo she Nuit to write loozs instea.I The money wasn?t as goo.f lut 
the bree.om she en—oye. more than ma.e u- bor the koss in incomeI 
There is a reason -eo-ke Nuit -racticing kaw to write loozsI ,t?s neMer 
the other way aroun.I 

Yut she was a Makualke resource bor vMan wheneMer he nee.e. anE
other -ers-ectiMe on a situationf an. he hire. her brom time to time to 
assist with karger casesI ,t ze-t her shar-I ,t ze-t him shar-I 

je wakze. her through the entire situation M the Mi.eo signingf 
the KY‘ kanguagef the lanz?s res-onse to Diane when she cakke.I 
Kristin kistene. the way she akways .i.f with her bukk attentionI Hne 
ob the things vMan kize. alout her was how she -rocesse. inbormaE
tion Nuiczky an. onky nee.e. to sto- him when she nee.e. a .etaik 
ckarixe.I ,t was akways something im-ortantf so vMan .i.n?t min. the 
interru-tionsI 

’hen he xnishe.f she turne. her wine gkass skowkyI ”Wo your theory 
is the -katborm .owngra.e. their i.entity Merixcation -rocess an. that 
ma.e the brau. -ossilkeIS
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”Cy theory is that Oakibornia?s remote onkine notary statute reE
Nuires s-ecixc KY‘ stan.ar.sf an. ib FoteWign 9ro was running a 
kighter -rocess when this session ha--ene.f the notaripation was .eE
bectiMeIS

”DebectiMe howqS
”DebectiMe enough that the kien neMer kegakky attache.IS
Whe was Nuiet bor a momentI ”That?s an interesting theoryIS
”,s it a goo. theoryqS
”, .on?t znow yetI ‘re you sure alout the reNuirementsqS
”,?kk nee. to .o more researchf lut ,?m -retty sureIS
”vManIS jer Moice ha. a -atientf skightky amuse. Nuakity to it that 

it got sometimesI ,t was her way ob aszing a reak Nuestion leneath the 
Nuestion she actuakky asze.I ”,s she going to le alke to -ay you ib you?re 
wrongqS

je kooze. across the talke at herI There was something ckaribying 
alout the way Kristin asze. har. NuestionsI ,t wasn?t unzin.f it was 
—ust .irectf lecause she znew he was ca-alke ob han.king themI Cost 
-eo-ke sobtene. the har. onesI Whe .i.n?t lotherI

”, .on?t thinz ,?m wrongfS he sai.I
”That?s not what , asze.IS
”, znowIS je -icze. u- his borzI ”,?kk xgure it outIS
Whe stu.ie. him bor a momentI Then something shibte. in her 

e“-ressionI ,t wasn?t sze-ticism e“actkyf more kize a .ecision leing 
ma.eI ”HzayfS she sai.I ”Uet me znow what you xn. tonight an. then 
cakk meI ,b you nee. hek-f ket me znowIS

”,t might le kateIS
”, sai. cakk meIS Whe -icze. u- her own borz an. use. it to -oint at 

his -kateI ”Fow eat your .innerf which koozs a kot kize the same thing 
you?Me or.ere. the kast bew times we?Me leen heref an. -rolalky xbty 
more when , haMen?tIS
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je gkance. .own at his -kateI 9a. 9riz KingI OhiczenI Ce.iumI 
Whe wasn?t wrongI



Chapter 3

L aws get passed. Then agencies provide rules and regulations that 
outline what people need to do to comply with those laws. 

California Civil Code section 1189 was no diIerent. Rt had to do with 
the standards for Oemote Nnline zotari,ation. Rt was still a relatively 
recent statuteb having only ’een enacted a few years ago. The pro’lem 
with newer laws is that there usually wasn-t much in the way of court 
decisions that interpreted them yetb which meant that attorneys would 
have more leeway with their argumentsb ’ut it was a complete tossjup 
as to how a Eudge would rule.

kvan was loo:ing for one speciqc thingK what did California actualj
ly reBuire of Oemote Nnline zotary platforms with respect to identity 
veriqcationb and was there a minimum Anowledge ?ased Suthentij
cation standard with teethx

Snd he found what he was loo:ing for. 
The $ecretary of $tate-s amended guidanceb pu’lished Eust eight 

months agob speciqed that ONz platforms operating in California 
must use A?S consisting of at least qve dynamic Buestions drawn 
from pu’lic recordsb with a ma0imum of two attempts allowedb prior 
to any notari,ation session involving real property transactions a’ove 
P1UUbUUU. The eIective date was si0 months agob which meant there 
should have ’een qve Buestions as:ed during the zote$ign Hro sesj
sionb not three. 
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Five dynamic questions. Real property. Above $100,000.
De pulled zote$ign Hro-s terms of service from their we’site. The 

current version was adopted recentlyb well after “iane-s signing too: 
placeb so he had to go search for the version that was in eIect on the 
day she signed.

The current version cited qvejBuestion dynamic A?S for real 
property transactions.

The earlier version from when the fraudulent video session too: 
place cited threejBuestion static A?S for all transaction types.

De sat ’ac: in his chair.
They had updated their process after the loan documents were 

supposedly e0ecuted ’y “iane. ”hich meant they either :new or 
should have :nown a’out the $ecretary of $tate-s updated reBuirej
ments ’ecause they were in eIect long ’efore “iane-s fraud occurred. 
kvan could now argue that zote$ign Hro :new their old process was 
not compliantb and they only changed it after they got caught allowing 
a fraudulent transaction to go through. 

De called Aristinb and she answered on the qrst ring.
VTell me.M
De told her.
$he was Buiet for long enough that he could hear her thin:ing. 

ThenK VThe lien never attached.M
VThe lien never attached.M
V?ecause the notari,ation was procedurally defective under the 

statute.M
VCorrect. The platform didn-t comply with the rules.M
VSnd the ’an: recorded a lien ’ased on a defective notari,ation.M
V”hich means they-re holding an unsecured de’t.M
There was silence while Aristin processed this. ”hen she spo:e 

againb her voice had the particular Buality it got when she was thin:ing 
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li:e a lawyer instead of a writerK shorter and more direct. VThe ’an: is 
going to qght that. Their position will ’e that they relied in good faith 
on a validjloo:ing notari,ation.M

V@ood faith reliance doesn-t matter legally. The lien either attached 
or it didn-t. Rf the notari,ation didn-t meet the reBuirementsb it didn-t. 
The ’an:-s ’elief doesn-t change the legal reality.M

VThey-ll say zote$ign Hro is lia’leb not them.M
VThey can say that. R-ll name zote$ign Hro too.M De paused. V?ut 

the ’an: is the one foreclosing on a si0tyjonejyearjold widow-s house. 
R want them in the room.M

Aristin didn-t say anything for a moment. ThenK VS Buiet title 
action.M

VAes. Rf my client agreesb R can have it qled Gonday.M
Vkvan.M
V”hatxM
V@et some sleep.M



Chapter 4

H e ldea q uitec ctcde qoctnM nM ynMaqg qsqtMPc Gqotlo wqceBqg 
kqM,N .ASAN qMa .ncertsM GLnN CCpN tM CnP SMsedeP riTeLtnL 

pniLcA hme onLe qLsi:eMc BqP odeqM qMa PiootMocz cme MncqLtfqctnM 
cmqc Eqotdtcqcea cme ELqiaideMc HOCbp mqa ’eeM onMaiocea nM q 
TdqcEnL: cmqc BqP Mnc tM on:TdtqMoe Btcm pqdtEnLMtqRP De:nce bMdtMe 
.ncqLg PcqMaqLaP qc cme ct:e nE cme PePPtnMA rt:TdeA vtLeocA HqLa cn 
qLsieN qMa :nPc t:TnLcqMcdgN eqPg cn TLn“eA 

kic gni oqMRc dteM q TLnTeLcg tE cme iMaeLdgtMs anoi:eMcP qLe “ntaA 
rn cme dtMe nE oLeatc tPPiea ’g cme ’qM, mqa Me“eL desqddg qccqomea 
cn vtqMeRP TLnTeLcgN qMa cme dteM LeonLaea ’g cme ’qM, qsqtMPc cmqc 
TLnTeLcgN Bmqc dqBgeLP LeEeL cn qP q ”odnia nM cme ctcdeN- :iPc ’e 
Le:n“eaA rme Pmnida ’e q’de cn Pedd meL TLnTeLcg ELee qMa odeqLN qMa 
Mnc mq“e qMg n’dtsqctnM cn cme ’qM, cn LeTqg cme dnqMA

He qLLqMsea cn mq“e cme ’qM, qMa .ncertsM GLn PeL“eaN qMa PeMc q 
onTg nE tc ’g e:qtd cn ’ncm tM cme mnTeP cmeg onida nTeM q atqdnsie 
Ltsmc qBqgA hme cmLee–Tqse decceL qccqomea Btcm cme pn:TdqtMc odeqLdg 
dqta nic mtP odteMcRP TnPtctnMA SP cmePe cgTeP nE decceLP anN tc tModiaea 
q LeotcqctnM nE qdd nE cme EqocP cmegRa Meea cn onMlL: O“qMRP desqd 
qLsi:eMcN dt,e cme aqce nE cme PePPtnMN cme PTeotlo “tndqctnMP nE dqBN qMa 
:nPc t:TnLcqMcdg I qMa aq:MtMsdg I cme Eqoc cmqc .ncertsM GLn mqa 
omqMsea tcP ceL:P nE PeL“toe nMdg qEceL vtqMe PcqLcea qP,tMs uiePctnMPA 
Vc odnPea Btcm q LeuiePc EnL q dtctsqctnM mnda nM qdd LeonLaP Ledqcea cn 
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cmetL pqdtEnLMtq Leqd TLnTeLcg cLqMPqoctnMP aiLtMs cmqc TeLtnaA .nce–
rtsM GLn Bnida Leqa cmqc qMa ,MnB cmqc cmeg onida ’e dnn,tMs qc q 
odqPP qoctnMN e“eM tE O“qM BqPMRc ldtMs nMe Ltsmc MnBA 

hmqc dqPc TqLc BqP cme Leqd PmncA
keoqiPe tE .ncertsM GLn mqa ’eeM LiMMtMs aeloteMc xkS nM pqd–

tEnLMtq Leqd TLnTeLcg cLqMPqoctnMP EnL etsmc :nMcmP Btcmnic on:Tdg–
tMs Btcm cme reoLecqLg nE rcqceRP LidePN cmeM cmeg Bnida MnB mq“e 
cn ’e onMoeLMea q’nic e“eLgcmtMs cmqc cmeg MncqLtfea PtMoe cme LideP 
omqMseaN qMa cmqc onida ’e e9tPceMctqd cn q on:TqMg tE cmeg ataMRc mq“e 
qM tMPiLqMoe Tndtog dqLse eMnism cn on“eL qdd cmnPe :tPcq,ePA hmtP BqP 
cme ,tMa nE PoLeB–iT cmqc onida ’qM,LiTc cme: n“eLMtsmcA  

He PeMc cme decceL qc 3z02 SyA kg Y GyN .ncertsM GLnRP nicPtae 
oniMPed mqa oqddea hqMgq cBtoeA O“qM BqP ELee BmeM cme PeonMa oqdd 
oq:e tMN qMa hqMgq Tic tc cmLnismA

”yLA pqLceLN- Pqta cme “ntoe nM cme ncmeL eMaA S Bn:qMN odeqLdg 
onMlaeMcA rme PTn,e tM cme “eLg TqLctoidqL cnMe nE q dqLse–lL: dtctsqcnL 
Bmn BqP qooiPcn:ea cn ’etMs cme :nPc TLeTqLea TeLPnM tM qMg onM–
“eLPqctnMA O“eLg qccnLMeg ,MeB tcA ”VR: De’eooq rqidN nicPtae oniMPed 
EnL .ncertsM GLnA VRa dt,e cn atPoiPP gniL on:TdqtMcA-

”bE oniLPeN- O“qM PqtaA
”yg odteMc atPTiceP gniL omqLqoceLtfqctnM nE cmetL on:TdtqMoe TnP–

ciLeA-
”6niL odteMc iTaqcea cmetL xkS TLnoePP Pn:eBmeLe qLniMa Pt9 

Bee,P qEceL :g odteMcRP ELqiaideMc PePPtnMN etsmc :nMcmP qEceL cme 
reoLecqLg nE rcqceRP q:eMaea PcqMaqLaP ’eoq:e eWeoct“eA V mq“e cme 
qLomt“ea ceL:P nE PeL“toeA- He TqiPeaA ”kic VR: dtPceMtMsA-

S ’LteE PtdeMoeA ”yg odteMc tP TLeTqLea cn atPoiPP q onnTeLqct“e 
LePndictnM cmqc qaaLePPeP gniL odteMcRP PtciqctnM Btcmnic e9ceMaea dtc–
tsqctnMA-
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”yg odteMcRP PtciqctnM tP cmqc Pn:enMe Pcnde cmLee miMaLea cBeMcg 
cmniPqMa anddqLP iPtMs q TdqcEnL: gniL odteMc MesdtseMcdg nTeLqceaA 
hme LePndictnM VR: tMceLePcea tM tP Le:n“tMs cme dteM ELn: meL TLnT–
eLcg qMa :q,tMs meL BmndeA VE gniL odteMc BqMcP cn mq“e q atWeLeMc 
onM“eLPqctnM cmqM cmqcN VR: Mnc PiLe mnB TLnaioct“e cmqc Bnida ’eA- 
hmeg qsLeea cn onMctMie cme onM“eLPqctnM cme Me9c aqgA

hqMgq BqP PcqMatMs tM mtP annLBqg qP cme oqdd eMaeaA ”@qP cmqc snna 
nL ’qaA-

”hmqc BqP cme: aeotatMs BmecmeL cn lsmc nL BLtce q omeo,A-
”@mtom nMe qLe cmeg sntMs cn Tto,A-
O“qM Tto,ea iT mtP TeMA ”hmegRLe sntMs cn BLtce q omeo,A-
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Chapter 6

T he standstill ran fyt-.three da-sP caGifG wate'a-vs ingestioatprs 
u,lled the lpan fleN regie'ed the Sptemion sessipn reGprdsN 

intergie'ed the dra' urpGessino teaEN and GpnGl,ded 'hat Fgan had 
tpld werald :itGh pn da- pneb the kanD had keen deyra,ded k- a de.
yeGtige ulatyprE urpGessN the lien 'as leoall- ,nenyprGeakleN and their 
reGpger- la- aoainst Sptemion crpN npt Miane WprrisP

:itGh Galled pn a "ednesda- EprninoP xW- Glient is read- tp urp.
GeedPx

The three.'a- respl,tipn 'as ejeG,ted L,st pger a 'eeD laterP ca.
GifG wate'a- fled the reGpnge-anGe 'ith the Aps Cnoeles Rp,nt- 
OeGprdervs $2GeP Sptemion crpvs ins,rer 'ired y,nds Gpgerino the 
kanDvs 980BNVVV lpssN Fganvs yees and GpstsN and 988NVVV tp Miane 
Wprris ypr oeneral daEaoesP The SMCs 'ere all sioned and deligered 
keypre the ua-Eents 'ere EadeP ’- the tiEe Fgan drpge kaGD tp 
Uent,ra ’p,legardN the Gase that had keen fled less than t'p Epnths 
aop np lpnoer ejisted in an- uraGtiGal senseP

The lien 'as ejtino,ishedP The Glp,d pn title 'as opneP
Fgan sat at his desD ypr a 'hileN L,st thinDinoP Tan-a 'as Epgino this 

Gase tp the Glpsed fleP The reGprderHs GpnfrEatipn py the lien release 
'as urinted and in his handsP The GheGD yrpE Sptemion crpHs ins,rerN 
ayter his GpntinoenG-N 'as pn its 'a-P
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Ie thp,oht akp,t Rarpl IendriGDsN the nptar- in TprranGe 'hp 
had 'atGhed a ueryeGt yaGe initial segenteen uaoes and neger Dnp'nP 
mhe hadnHt dpne an-thino 'rpnoP mheHd ypllp'ed the ulatyprEHs 
urpGess ejaGtl-P mheHd tr,sted the s-steE sheHd keen oigenP

Ie thp,oht akp,t the meGretar- py mtateHs aEendEent sittino pn a 
'eksite ypr eioht Epnths 'hile Sptemion crpHs degelpuers 'prDed pn 
pther thinosP

Ie 'pndered iy there 'ere an- pther Miane Wprrises p,t there 'hp 
hadnHt optten a letter -etP

Ie started draytino a GpEulaint 'ith the Raliyprnia meGretar- py 
mtateHs nptar- digisipn that ayternppn k,t didnHt fnish it -etP KtHs npt 
that Sptemion crpHs Gpnd,Gt 'asnHt 'rpno “ it Glearl- 'asP ’,t their 
”’C urpGess had keen fjed alread-N and he had np indiGatipn that 
an-pne pther than his Glient had keen aYeGtedP IeHd thinD akp,t it a 
little Epre keypre deGidino 'hether tp fle it pr nptP There 'as np r,shP

Then he u,t pn his LaGDet and drpge tp FnGinpP
Miane Wprris 'elGpEed hiE inP
qKtHs dpneN5 Fgan saidP qThe lien is pY the urpuert-P The kanD fled 

the reGpnge-anGe this EprninoP *p,Hll oet a Gpu- in the EailN k,t K 
'anted -p, tp hear it yrpE EeP5

Miane 'as C,ietN and he Gp,ld yeel the tensipn sheHd keen Garr-ino 
arp,nd L,st let opP mhe 'as np lpnoer kraGino ypr iEuaGtP 

qW- hp,seN5 she saidP
q*p,r hp,seP5
qThanD -p,N WrP RarterP5
q*p, did the rioht thinosN5 he saidP q*p, Deut -p,r dpG,EentsP *p, 

Galled spEepneP C lpt py uepule dpnHt Gall an-pneP5
mhe sEiledP Kt 'asnHt the oratey,l k,t sliohtl- pger'helEed ejures.

sipn heHd seen in his p2Ge a ye' Epnths aopN k,t spEethino plder and 
C,ieterP mheHd keen thrp,oh spEethino she neger shp,ld hage had tp 
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op thrp,ohP Cnd she auureGiated the diYerenGe the rioht la'-er Gan 
EaDeP mhe handed hiE a yresh G,u py GpYeeP 

qIe 'p,ld hage liDed -p,N5 she saidP qOpkertP5 
Fgan didnHt sa- an-thinoP Ie 'rauued kpth hands arp,nd the 

GpYee E,oP
qIe 'as a hioh sGhppl histpr- teaGherN5 Miane saidP qThirt-.t'p 

-earsP Ie al'a-s said the la' 'as liDe histpr-P Kt Epged slp'er than 
it shp,ldN k,t it EpgedP5 mhe ua,sedP qIe 'p,ld hage liDed Dnp'ino 
that 'as still tr,eP

EEE
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Available on Amazon at: https://shorturl.at/uke91
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And Preorder

A STAR IS CODED

Find the link at AStarIsCoded.com
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Check LanceBrusher.com for more information about other books out-
side the Evan Carter universe. And sign up for notifications!
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